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[ABSTRACT]
Evolving Forms of the Tongdo—sa Dawn Ritual
—An Analysis of Its Transmission and Contemporary Meaning (2010-2025)—

Yang Youngjin20)

This study examines the dawn ritual (saebang—yebul) of Tongdo—sa
Temple by comparing its performance practices in 2010 and 2025, with the
aim of illuminating its transmission patterns and contemporary
transformations. As a major monastic training center (chongnim) that
maintains the integrated system of the sutra school, vinaya school, and
meditation hall, Tongdo—sa occupies a distinctive position in the history of
Korean Buddhist ritual. It is also regarded as the earliest site where the
widely used Chiljeongnye (Seven Liturgical Verses) was first performed,
making it a crucial case for understanding the standardization of modern
Buddhist liturgy. Despite its significance, the formation process and musical
characteristics of Tongdo—sa's dawn ritual have not been sufficiently
documented.

First, this study examined the formation of Tongdo—sa’s Eleven Liturgical
Verses (11—jeongnye) and the issues surrounding its structure. An analysis
of textual sources and oral testimonies confirmed that the Chiljeongnye
(Seven Verses) revised by Ven. Wolun in 1955 was an edited version based
on pre—existing liturgical texts. However, the process by which Tongdo—sa
later expanded this into the Eleven Verses—adding invocations to Amitabha
Buddha, Maitreya Buddha, the Main Stupa, and Jajang, the founding monk of
Tongdo—sa—remains undocumented, indicating an important subject for
future clarification.

Second, a comparative analysis of field recordings from 2010 and 2025
reveals notable musical changes. While some lines of the liturgical text have
been restored to their earlier forms, the overall tempo of the ritual has

20) Academic Research Associate of the Namwon National Gugak Center



accelerated, influenced by the intentional adjustments of the nojeon (chant
leader) and by the introduction of amplification systems that unify vocal
rhythm and pitch. Melodically, the ritual shows a marked simplification:
shorter ornamental rhythms have diminished, one—syllable-one—note
settings have increased, and the chant has converged toward easily
followable melodic contours.

The findings demonstrate that Tongdo—sa’s dawn ritual is a ‘living
tradition” shaped not only by the preservation of established forms but also
by continual adaptation to shifting cultural and practical conditions. Changes
in liturgical texts, performance tempo, and the use of sound equipment
appear as external modifications but ultimately reflect Tongdo—sa’s enduring
commitment to collective practice, education, and ritual transmission. This
study provides foundational data for future comparative research on regional
and temple—specific Buddhist liturgies.

Key words: Tongdo temple’s chants, Korean Buddhist ritua Music.
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[ABSTRACT]

The significance chanting A Study on the Traditional Validity
and Ritual Structure of the Yeongchuk Three Jewels (Sambo)
Relic Procession at Tongdosa

Choi Myung—chul(Wonmyung)37)

This study examines the traditional authenticity and ritual
legitimacy of Yeongchuk Sambo I—un (Transferal of the Three
Jewels of Vulture Peak), the central ceremonial rite of Tongdosa’s
Foundation Festival (Gaesandaejae). The analysis focuses on three
dimensions: the historical origins of Tongdosa’s foundation, the
continuity of the transferal tradition, and the meanings and
procedural structure of the ritual.

First, the founding of Tongdosa is traced to the activities of
Master Jajang, who returned from his studies in Tang China with
the Buddha's relics and monastic robe. He enshrined these sacred
objects in 646 wupon constructing the Vajra Precept Platform
(Geumgang Gyedan), thus establishing Tongdosa. His appointment
as Daeguktong (National Precept Master) highlights his intention
to reinforce monastic discipline and establish an authoritative
doctrinal center within Silla Buddhism.

Second, the traditional continuity of Yeongchuk Sambo I—un is
substantiated through textual and ritual evidence demonstrating its
direct inheritance from Silla—period ritual traditions. The colophon
of the Silla White—Paper Manuscript of the Avatamsaka—sttra by
Monk Yeongi records purification rites, transferal processions,
beompae chanting, and offering ceremonies. These entries
demonstrate a structural correspondence between Silla ritual

systems and present—day practices at Tongdosa. Additionally,

37) Professor—Monk, Tongdosa Institute of Buddhist Chanting Studies.
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records from the colophon and Jiksan Monastery attest to the
early existence of native Silla—style hyangpung beompae. This
tradition has continued at Tongdosa even after the later
introduction of dangpung beompae by Master Jingam.

Third, the meanings and procedures of the ritual are analyzed on
both symbolic and doctrinal levels. Symbolically, the transferal of
the hanging Buddha painting, scriptures, and monastic robe
represents the ritual enactment of the Three Jewels. Doctrinally,
the rite reenacts the manifestation of the Buddha, Dharma, and
Sanigha at the Vulture Peak Assembly within Tongdosa's sacred
space. The procedural system consists of the transferal rites,
construction of the ritual arena, and devotional service. The
transferal rites include guardian—deity rituals, preparatory steps,
the transferal procession, refuge—taking, and stabilizing offerings.
The ritual arena involves purification, consecration, and
boundary—setting, while the devotional service comprises invitation
and offering rituals.

Yeongchuk Sambo I—un symbolically reenacts the founding act of
enshrining the Buddha’s relics and robe at the Vajra Precept
Platform. It constitutes a legitimate tradition that preserves the
liturgical continuity of Silla—period beompae and ritual practices.
Furthermore, it embodies Tongdosa's identity and carries
intangible—heritage value as a cultural platform shared by regional
and national communities. Continued preservation, education, and
documentation are essential for ensuring the sustainable
transmission of this tradition.

Keywords: Tongdosa, Gaesandaejae, Yeongchuk Sambo Iun,

Gwaebul Procession, Diamond Ordination Platform, Hyangpung

Beompae, Dangpung Beompae.
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[ABSTRACT]

The significance and value of Silla's Beompae and
Tongdo temple’s chanting

Yoon Sohee50)

Tongdo Temple, where the Buddhist relics brought by Ven Jajang—Yulsa(Z&igif
Fili) are worshipped, is a temple with a longer history than any other temple in
Korea. The stupa containing the Buddha's relics is a precious symbol, so it has been
made with the best materials and craftsmanship, and grand ceremonies and daily
rituals have been performed towards the relics.

In 643, Monk Jajang brought several sarira, but over the
millennium, dynasties changed currently, the sarira in the stupa on
Geumgang—gyedan (<=Ml ) of Tongdo Temple has been preserved
intact, where worship ceremonies with praise chanting Beompae are
performed. While the musical style of Korean Buddhist chants
‘Beompae(#M)" has evolved over the millennia, Tongdo Temple
maintains the tradition of Silla’s Beompae. This is what is known
today as Yeongnam Beompae and Tongbeom—sori.

Tongdo Temple not only published various ritual books, but also
produced magnificent ritual instruments and various temple bells and
dharma drums. As such, the Tongdosa Museum today has so many
ritual objects that it can be called a repository for ritual objects.
Like Perahera festival of Sri Lanka, Tongdo Temple features a
Samboiun procession( —=F#%i# ), reenacting the sarira procession of
Ven Jajang. I hope that Tongdo Temple's Buddhist rituals, dairy
chanting, and sarira procession will become a world intangible
cultural heritage.

Key words: Tongdo temple’s chants, Korean Buddhist music, Korean
Buddhist ritual, Silla’s Beompae, Yeongnam Beompae.

50) A lecturer in Dep of Korean Music of Dongguk Uni.
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[ABSTRACT]
A Study on the Combined Use of B’Daegeum and
E’Daegeum in Korean Traditional Orchestra

Chung Jihun24)

Following Korea’s liberation, the introduction of the Korean
traditional orchestra and the widespread performance of newly
composed works based on Western equal temperament significantly
transformed the sonic environment of Korean traditional music. As
a result, the technical limitations of the B”Daegeum, long regarded
as the principal instrument, have become increasingly pronounced
in contemporary orchestral contexts. This study examines the
musical and practical necessity of employing the E°’Daegeum as a
complementary instrument to the BPDaegeum, focusing on
performance techniques and musical expressivity within modern
Korean traditional orchestras.

The B’Daegeum has traditionally served as the central instrument
due to its rich and sonorous timbre. However, in contemporary
compositions that require precise pitch alignment with Western
instruments and equal—tempered tuning systems, the B?Daegeum
frequently exhibits technical challenges. These include instability in
the upper register, difficulty executing rapid trills and complex
sigimsae, and limitations in achieving refined dynamic control,
particularly in soft dynamics. Such constraints are amplified in fast
tempos and densely orchestrated passages, where clarity and
consistency of tone are essential.

To address these issues, this study analyzes the musical and
functional effectiveness of the E’”Daegeum through selected
performance case studies and interviews with professional

23) Principal Member, Pyeongtaek City Korean Traditional Orchestra.
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performers. Works such as Park Beom—hun’'s Pusal, Kim
Seong—guk’s Cheongchunga, and Song of Celebration were
examined, focusing on specific passages involving bending
sigimsae, B—note trills, pianissimo expression of the C—note, and
upper—register G—note limitations. The findings demonstrate that
the E’Daegeum enables clearer pitch realization, more stable tone
production, simplified fingering, and more natural execution of
dynamics and ornamentation compared to the exclusive use of the
B’Daegeum

Interviews with daegeum performers from the National Gugak
Orchestra, the Ansan City Gugak Orchestra, and the Daejeon
Yeonjeong Gugak Orchestra further confirm that the E’Daegeum is
widely recognized as a complementary rather than substitutive
instrument. The combined wuse of both instruments enhances
overall musical completeness and performance effectiveness. This
study proposes practical criteria for instrument selection and
orchestration in contemporary Korean traditional music and
contributes to expanding expressive possibilities in creative gugak

composition.

Krywords: Korean Traditional Orchestra, B’Daegeum, E’Daegeum,
Improved Daegeum, How to play Daegeum
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[ABSTRACT]
A study on the lyric of the Golmegi—gut
in the Donghaean Byeolsingut

Hong Hyojin4®

This study examines the structure and meanings of muga
(shamanic songs) in the Donghaean Byeolsingut by focusing on the
Golmegi—gut muga lyrics, one of the principal ritual segments of
the Byeolsingut, and analyzing 1its performance aspects and
structural characteristics. The Donghaean Byeolsingut is a
representative shamanic ritual transmitted throughout the eastern
coastal regions of Korea within village communities. Among its
ritual segments, the Golmegi—gut functions as a core rite that
inaugurates the ritual by inviting Golmegi Seonghwang, the village
guardian deity.

The research is based on a combination of literature review,
analysis of actual performance materials transmitted within
hereditary shaman lineages of the Donghaean Byeolsingut, and oral
history interviews. In particular, oral testimonies from shamans
Kim Young—hee, Kim Dong—yeon, and Kim Dong—eon—who inherit
the lineage of the first officially designated master shaman, the
late Kim Seok—chul—were used, along with the Golmegi—gut muga
lyrics currently employed as instructional material in transmission
education programs.

In the course of the study, the ritual segments, shamanic music,
melodic structures of muga, and types and performance styles of
ritual dances in the Donghaean Byeolsingut were examined, with a
central analytical focus on the Golmegi—gut muga lyrics.

The findings demonstrate that the Golmegi—gut muga constitutes

40) An initiated female shaman of the National Intangible Cultural Heritage Donghaean
Byeolsingut Preservation Association and a fifth—generation hereditary shaman.



a benedictory—type shamanic song performed to the Cheongbo
rhythmic cycle, narrating a cosmogonic worldview in sequential
stages—from the creation of heaven and earth, through the
development of civilization and the formation of the Korean
Peninsula’s mountains and rivers, to the enshrinement of the
village guardian deity. Furthermore, by closely analyzing phonetic
shifts, transcriptional errors, and transformations of place names
and archaic terms that occurred through long—term oral
transmission, this study reconstructs the original meanings and
symbolic structures of the lyrics. The analysis reveals that the
Golmegi—gut muga is not merely a prayer for blessings, but a
complex narrative that encapsulates the identity, worldview, and
historical consciousness of the village community.

Finally, this study emphasizes the necessity of a deeper
understanding of muga lyrics and the establishment of a
systematic educational framework in light of the changing
conditions of Donghaean Byeolsingut transmission. It argues that
the integration of hereditary shamanic traditions with academic
research—balancing theory and practice—is a crucial task for the
sustainable preservation and revitalization of the Donghaean
Byeolsingut. It is hoped that this research will serve as
foundational material for the education and study of Donghaean
Byeolsingut muga, contributing to improved public perceptions of
shamanic rituals and to their expansion as a form of living cultural
art.

Keywords : Donghaean Byeolsingut, Golmegi—gut, Muga lyrics,
Cheongbo rhythmic cycle, hereditary shamans, shamanic ritual.
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